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structive battery to the right, which our men soon learned
to know as "Watson's Louisiana Battery," from the marks
on the ammunition-boxes they forced it from time to time
to leave behind.

Batteries, with a brigade of supporting infantry, were
now moved forward over open fields under heavy fire, to con-
tend against this new assailant. The batteries opened, the
sharpshooters were thrown out to the front to pick off the
Rebel artillerists, the brigade was ordered down on its face
to protect it from the flying shell and grape. For an hour
and a half the contest lasted, while the body of the divi-
sion was still delayed, waiting for Sherman. By ten o'clock
Sherman's right, under Colonel Marsh, came up. He
started to move across the fields. The storm of musketry
and grape were too much for him, and he Jell back in good
order. Again he started on the double, and gained the
woods. The Louisiana Battery was turned ; Marsh's posi-
tion left it subject to fire in flank and front, and it fled.
The other Rebel batteries at once did the same; and
Wallace's Division, up in an instant, now that a master
move had swept the board, pushed forward. Before them
were broad fallow fields, then a woody little ravine, then
corn-fields, then woods.

The left brigade was sent forward. It crossed the fal-
low fields, under ordinary fire, then gained the ravine, and
was rushing across the corn-fields, when the same Louisiana
steel rifled guns opened on them. Dashing forward they
reached a little ground-swell, behind which they dropped like
dead men, while skirmishers were sent forward to silence
the troublesome battery. The skirmishers crawled forward
till they gained a little knoll, not more than seventy-five
yards from the battery. Of course the battery opened on
them. They replied, if not so noisily, more to the pur-. Itetry, and the Rebels fledline,he brow of in theime Sherman
